Motel managers in dark
on new police policy

By ROGFR BRIGHAM
Staff Writer

COLONIE — Four motel owners here
said (hey never heard of an agreemenl
for police mol 1o il the press where
prostitulion arrests were made in cx
change for cooperation from motel.
apartment and bar nwners.

When asked why the Colomie Pulice
Department would not tell where six
prostilution arresls made in recenl
weeks were made, Lt Raymond Hahn
sHIG area establishments had agreed 1o
help with the palice investigation of
pruslitution if no adverse publicily was
generaled.

The locations were giving “full
conperation,” Hahn sald. [ fec) we are
obliged o give fkews soine in return.

Besides saving they did not know ol
such an agreemenl, motel managers
had a mixed reactice to the policy of

kecping ihe locations secrel.

Twe of fhe six recenl arresis were
reparied by a defense atlorney In the
cases 1o have occurred in the parking lot
outside the Latham Holiday Inn.
Managor Bruce Kennaway said he kpew
of 0o agreemienl and thad he couldn’t get
pelice ta tell him 3 Ihe arresis occurred

on his pruperly.

“They should have nolified me right
away,” Kennaway said

Askad I the non - disclosure policy
had crealed undue publicily In area
media, Kennaway responded, “Yes, ]
ibink it has They should have released
he delails. ™

Jack Hoffman, munager of the Turl
Inn. where courl papers say all six of
the prostilution incidecls occurred, saxd
he didn't know aboul any speciiic
arrangemenl wilh police bul agreed
with the witlinlding of arrest and inci-
dent locations.

“I tend to think il Is correct.”
Hoffinan said of the police policy. He
said motels where arresis are made
shoukl nol be singled out for iden-
lification. “Proslitutlon 15 In every
molel in the area,” he sald.

Asked if the policy had created extra
publicity, he said, *1 don't xmow. |
couidn’l say.”

Afler the arrests, police sald only that
they accurred at “a Colonie molel ™ — of
which there are more than £ Manager
Peter Selimid of the Sherzica Inn on
Wolf Road sald that pol a shgma on
motels nol invelved. He aiso agreed that
the policy had caused undue publicily.

lle noted o s Gifficull for motel

owners to combat prostitution. ““This
sort of thing happens,” Schmid said,
“hut it can bappen anywhere no matter
how hard you police it.”

The problems of policing were also
discussed by James Schwarz, manager
of the Tom Sawyer Motor inn and
festauranl on Western Avenve.

“You can't have a bed check at mid-
night of every reom,” he said.

“l ean’l say whether their (lhe
police’s] policy Is right or wrong,™
Schwarz sald. '] can't say whether the
press's right to know is right or wrong.
IL depends on the circumsiances.

“If the solicitabon is goiog on, If the
motel operalor dues nothing about i,
ther let the chips fail where they may
and lel the press know about It
Schwarz suid. "Il it’s a one time thing
and he cleans il up. it shouldn’t recelve
publicity.™

The four managers were conlacied by
plone Monday Two other  hotel
managers declined fo comment. IX.
tHahn could not be reached this morning
for comment.

It Is standard procedure [or police to
tell where arrests are made. The New
York Free Trial Press Confesence, a
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Colonie police held a rare press

conference to announce they had arrested

several prostitutes at localmotels and hotels.

They did not say which Iod?lings were involved
a

and said that arrangement been at the
insisten of the managers -- in violation of a
statewide press-police agreement to always
provide that info.

Other reporters spent considerable time to
track down the location. | did not. | told my
editors there was a bigger story that would
make it harder for similar nonsense down the
road.

This was the story | wrote. The police then
released the name of all the locations and did
not do that again.
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voluntary and not legally binding
associilion of press, legal and law en-
forcement ggencies, has said, “When
and after an arrest i3 made, the follow-
ing information should be made

available for publication...\ne CIrcuut-
sfances surroending an arrest.‘gncludlng
the time and place of arresl.

The conference guidelines are design-
ed to protect the rights of individuals
charged with ctimes to receive falr
{riais, the Jreedom of the press amd the
righl of the public o know.

Before learning of the arrest localions
from {he defense atlorney, reporiers
bultonholed everyone from Colenie

police 1o Albany County District At-

torney Sol Greesberg for the Infor-
mation, prompling Colonie Town Judge
Philip Caponera 1o say., ''[ wish

riers were this dlligent in covering
olher kinds of vases we have.”



